
Hawkins Middle School 8th grade humanities students have been participating in Capitol 

Classroom for the 2021 Washington State Legislative Session.  Capitol Classroom is sponsored 

by TVW.org.  TVW connects Washington State classrooms with a lobbyist working in Olympia.  

The lobbyist works on behalf of the class free of charge and helps the students follow legislation 

in Olympia.  Here is the link to our Hawkins Capitol Classroom Zoom Connections 2021. 

 

This year Hawkins 8th grade students selected three bills to follow: 

Making Juneteenth a legal holiday:  HB1016 

Concerning menstrual products in schools: HB1273 

Concerning school-based Health Centers: HB1225.   

 

Students viewed TVW provided videos on how our state government offices operate and how 

legislation progresses through to potentially become law.  Students watched progress of bills on 

the leg.wa.gov website.  There students were able to fully read the bills, view the fiscal impact 

of each bill and see how their legislators were voting on these bills.  Plus, students were able to 

view public testimony as well.   

Students formed their own opinions on each of the bills.  Some supported specific bills and 

others opposed them.  They wrote to their representatives and senators expressing their 

support or concerns about these pieces of legislation.  It was exciting when a response was 

received.  It validated their viewpoints and made them feel a part of the process. 

 

Below is a video clip of Senator Wellman expressing her congratulations to Hawkins 8th grade 

students (she referred to our school as North Mason Middle School) on their letter writing 

campaign.  Sen. Wellman remarks.  

 

Ms. Winn and Mrs. Lester feel very fortunate to have the opportunity to work with TVW and 

our lobbyist, Rhonda Weaver.  It connects with our US Government standards and provides a 

real-world opportunity to be involved in the legislative process.  There is only space for 12 

Washington State schools to participate in this program and Hawkins is one of four middle 

schools in the state to be involved in this program.  We feel very fortunate to bring this 

experience to our classrooms 

https://www.teachwithtvw.org/capitol-classroom2/2021-capitol-classroom-hawkins-middle-school/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1016&Year=2021&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1273&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1225&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://leg.wa.gov/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2021041128&startStreamAt=5159&stopStreamAt=5228&autoStartStream=true__;!!CQl3mcHX2A!UscboGAxYEyyW_zjX_7usf767-Y9nKuw-K6U-8KxJTFj9jr-4_NVua-ysbP0ioGlfUcs$

